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REFERENCE FROM THE POLICY OVERVIEW COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON 28 JANUARY 2020 – LITTER AND 
RECYCLING SERVICES 
 
 
1. Summary 
 

To draw the Cabinet’s attention to recommendations made to the Cabinet by 
the Policy Overview Committee at its meeting held on 28 January 2020 in 
respect of litter and recycling services and to note the minutes of that 
meeting. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Policy Overview Committee held on 
28 January 2020 (Appendix A attached) be noted, and that Cabinet consider 
the Committee’s specific requests for additional action(s) and resources to be 
committed to the Council’s current  Litter and Recycling service provision 
[Mins. No 35 and 36 refer]. 

 

 
3. Background and Discussion 
 
3.1 The Managing Director, in consultation with the Leader of the Council and 

the Chairman of Policy Overview Committee, has agreed that the most 
appropriate way for the Policy Overview Committee to report its work to 
Cabinet would be for the cleared minutes from each Committee meeting to 
be submitted to the next appropriate Cabinet meeting. 

 
3.2   At the their meeting on 28 January 2020 the Policy Overview Committee 

considered a report from the Waste and Parks Manager on the Council’s 
current Litter Service [Min. No. 35 refers].  

 
3.3    The Committee commended the Council for the proactive measures it had 

taken to date to tackle litter in the Borough including; enhanced street 
cleaning, provision of more dog and litter bins, practical assistance given to 
voluntary litter-picking groups (including removal of litter collected), provision 
of two dedicated roving litter pickers under the contract with Urbaser, and 
the issue of a ‘Duty of Care’ letter to all responsible businesses in the 
Borough, advising them of the need to have a commercial waste agreement 
contract in place, or be subject to fixed penalty fines or prosecution. In 
acknowledging the action taken to date, the Committee resolved to ask 
Cabinet to consider the following additional measures: 

 

 An increase in the provision of dual dog/litter bins in the Borough; 

 A further 2 (two) dedicated litter pickers be employed by the contractor 
Urbaser in Dartford; 

 Litter fines to be itemised for all Wards , with particular reference to 
residential Wards; 

 That investigations be undertaken to identify ‘litter hotspots’ in the 
Borough and appropriate action taken to deter offenders; 
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 That increased signage be deployed throughout the Borough to 
advertise the location of litter bins and other litter facilities. 
 

3.4 In considering the Council’s current Recycling Service [Min. No 36 refers] 
the Committee resolved to make the following specific recommendations to 
Cabinet for action as appropriate: 

 

  Consideration of how the Cabinet, on behalf of the residents of 
Dartford, satisfy themselves that material sent for recycling is 
actually recycled; 

 That a performance indicator (PI) be added to the Council’s 
Corporate Plan Quarterly Performance Indicator reports submitted 
to Cabinet and the POC; 

 That the Council’s Litter Portal on the public website be updated to 
include specific details on what containers and other items could be 
recycled; 

 That consideration be given to what further measures the Council 
could take to meet the Government’s national target for recycling by 
local authorities of 50% [Dartford currently recycles 25% of waste].  
 

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
 
 To be an inclusive, well led and managed organisation, with an open and 

positive culture, making the best use of its resources, and recognising the vital 
contribution of all members and staff. 

 
5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 

assessments 
 

Financial Implications None 

Legal Implications None 

Staffing Implications None 

Administrative Implications None 

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints 

  
6. Appendices 
 

Appendix A – Policy Overview Committee Minutes of 28 January 2020 
 

DOCUMENTS CONSULTED 

 

Documents 
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Date File 
Ref 

Report  
Author 
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Directorate 

Exempt 
Information 
Category 

POC Minutes 
of 28 January 
2020 

  David Hook 
01322 343276 

Democratic 
Services 
Strategic Director 
(External  
Services) 

N/A 


